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What to do if Intestinal Illness Occurs

As the new owners of Green Pastures cow boarding program, we want to be proactive and give you suggestions on how to handle an intestinal illness, which the Department of Agriculture of Michigan believes is a risk associated with consuming raw milk.  This message is not to cause concern about the milk you are drinking, rather we want to give helpful suggestions, should intestinal illness occur in your household. 

What is Gastroenteritis (GE)?


Gastroenteritis is defined as “inflammation of the lining of the stomach and intestines, predominantly manifested by upper GI tract symptoms, diarrhea, and abdominal discomfort (Merck Manual, p. 283).”  Intestinal illness can present itself in several ways, and from many different causes, including bacterial, viral and fungal.  What people often call “The 24-Hour Flu” is often food poisoning.
What to do if you become sick with GE:


- If symptoms are persisting for more than a few days, and you choose to see your doctor, they may want to run blood tests and check your stool for parasites and bacteria.  If you feel that your provider should know you consume raw milk, that is up to you.  We ask that you do not mention our names or business because it will be reported to the CDC before anyone even knows whether or not milk was the carrier of the infection.  

- After you see your doctor and have been diagnosed with GE, please call us right away so we can pull a milk sample from the tank and have it tested.  (The samples are taken monthly and have always been negative for Campylobacter, E. coli H 0:157, Listeria, and Salmonella.   We will continue to run these tests and inform you immediately if they are positive).

We want you to know that because of the government’s attitude toward fresh milk we feel a little exposed.  We want to make sure that if anyone suffers from these conditions and your milk was not the cause we will have opportunity to continue boarding for so many of you who have been blessed by the service.  Green Pastures feels that a lawsuit, even an unfounded one, is a greater threat to the availability of this service than illness.  To that end, we refer you to article 12 of the “Sale of Cowshare Agreement.”  You and God are our recourses against this threat, and we feel that we are presently on very good terms with both parties.

If you would like to discuss this further, please contact us at (616) 997-1306 or email migreenpastures@gmail.com.





Thank you,






Jesse and Betsy Meerman



